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to be understood and who of course is most often
misunderstood.
There are five groups of disorders of which every teacher
should be aware.
First, the mentally defective child. The most frequent
case is the idiot or imbecile, characterized chiefly by low
intelligence and a general incapacity of understanding.
The most obvious type is the phlegmatic, slow, dull,
unemotional child. The less obvious and rarer type is the
excitable, very active, and irritable child whose mental
incapacity is as indubitable as that of the former class, though
often markedly one-sided. From these congenital and
practically incurable, though not ineducable, forms we must
differentiate the child with arrested mental development.
The latter's development is very slow, at times almost
imperceptible, and it often needs the expert diagnosis of an
'experienced alienist to distinguish the trouble from idiocy.
Very often such children react emotionally like imbeciles.
I was once consulted about a boy six years old, who suffered
from attacks of terrible rage, during which he destroyed
his toys and menaced his nurse and his parents in an almost
dangerous way. Moreover, he ' refused to speak', as his
parents put it. He was a small child, well-fed, but impossibly
suspicious, malicious, obstinate, and self-willed. Obviously
he was idiotic, and was simply unable to speak. He never
bad learned. But his idiocy was not bad enough to explain
his inability to speak. His general conduct pointed to a
neurosis. Whenever a young child exhibits the symptoms
of a neurosis, we-should not waste too much time in exploring
the child's unconscious mind. We should begin our researches
elsewhere, commencing with the mother; for almost invari-
ably the parents are either the immediate cause of the child's
neurosis, or they are at least the most important element
in the neurosis. Thus in the case just mentioned, I found
that the child was the only boy among several girls. The
mother was a self-willed and very ambitious woman, and

